
 

         Byron Bay Bridge Club Newsletter

We meet every Friday at the 

All Souls’ Anglican Church Hall


 1 Ashton St  Bangalow

We ask that you be seated by 12.15pm 


for play to commence promptly at 12.30.

Table Fees $5 members/visitors $8

Join us for a social time after bridge


 Directory

President Eda Bridgeman 0411 872 423/66930359


Vice President Edna D’Cruz 0434 254 602

Secretary Leo Prendergast 0429 672 262


Treasurer Jeff Dolin

Committee Members: Helen Baker, Kay Milne, 
Lorraine Mckenzie, Brian Sunstrom, Starlette 

Beaumont, Eileen Malabre

& Edna D’Cruz


Masterpoints Helen Baker


                                                                                                                   

 President’s Report                                                                      

 March 2025


Greetings to all of our members,


Welcome to March our first month of Autumn. Already 
the nights at our home are getting cooler which is so 
good for getting a good night’s rest isn’t?


It’s good to see more members back from their various 
holidays etc and we are starting to see table numbers 
regularly around  11-12 each Friday. 


March is also the time of the year for our club to have 
its AGM.  This will be held during afternoon tea on 14th 
March at around 2.30pm.  Please make every effort to 
attend.  It’s your club and your opportunity to have 
your say in how it is run.  We now have proxy votes set 
in place so if you can’t physically be there make sure 
you contact Leo for a proxy form.


Our annual beginner’s lessons commence on 14th 
March at 9.30am for 6 weeks with Ruth and Renia. An 
amazing opportunity for them to learn with two of the 
best as their teachers. If any of your friends or 
acquaintances are interested please give them Leo’s 
mobile to register their interest. More details in the body 
of the newsletter.


I have been contacted by Majorie Askew, from Ballina 
Bridge Club,  with regard to BridgeNSW looking for 
representation from all the local bridge clubs in NSW to 
help promote bridge within the community.  If this is of 
any interest to any of you contact Leo.  Nominations 
close 3rd March so not much time to think about it if you 
are interested.  So far we have one member offer their 
support.


Have a great month and I’ll see you around the bridge 
table.


Eda


                 
HAPPY March BIRTHDAYS


Greg Farrell 3rd

Jane Fulford 5th


Edith McAuley 21st

Lorraine Mckenzie 28th


AND to any others that we 
don’t know about 


               Keeping you up to date with club news

What’s Happening in March  
Beginners Lessons 9.30 14th 

A G M 2.30pm 14th March 
Wine Tasting 14th 



GARBAGE STAYMAN  by William Keyte

When facing a strong No Trump opening by partner, you hope to find game in a 
Major suit or in 3 No Trumps if between you there are 25 plus points. When 
holding a weak hand against a NT opening, a transfer is a good option if possible. With a 
hand like: 

K Q xxx or Jxx a transfer to the 5 or 6 card Major and passing at the 2 level 

Jx Axxxxxx is usually a better option than the hand being played in 1 NT. 

Jx 10x 

Xxxx xx 

Sometimes however, you may have a weak responding hand without a suitable suit to 
transfer to. Occasionally you will find yourself with a perfect candidate for Garbage 
Stayman (or Junk Stayman). The ideal shape for this kind of bid is a 4 4 5 - or 4 4 4 1 
shape and 7 or less points. In this case the bidding would proceed as usual: 1 Nt/ 2 C 
(stayman asking for a 4 card Major). Whatever opener bids you can happily PASS, 
knowing that your otherwise useless hand will now have some trump power. If partner 
responds 2 H or 2 S, (approximately 52% chance), you have a nice 4 -4 Major fit. If 
Partner responds 2 D, denying a 4 card Major, you can pass and presume Partner has at 
least 3 or 4 cards in Diamonds, once again giving you 7 or 8 trumps to play with. 

This kind of bidding works well with simple stayman with a 1nt or 2 Nt opening. There are 
more complicated versions of this bid to allow for Puppet Stayman but that is for another 
time. 

The main principle behind the use of Garbage Stayman is that a trump suit gives much 
more fire power and just as importantly, it gives the hands much more communication and 
flexibility. Playing 1 Nt or 2 Nt with little or no chance of getting to dummy means playing 
always from your own hand. How do you play your A Qj x or K J10 x combinations strictly 
from hand? In a suit contract you will have a much better chance of getting to dummy to 
make your finesses and at least have a chance of success. Give it a try. As a fun exercise 
try playing a few practice hands twice, in 1 Nt and applying Garbage Stayman to find a 2 
level suit contract. 


(William”s contributions are aimed toward beginners and mid range players)

CALENDAR DATES 2025

MARCH 21ST  RED POINT DAY 

APRIL 4TH & 11TH AUTUMN PAIRS GREEN POINTS

MAY 23RD RED POINTS 

JUNE 13TH & 20TH CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP RED POINTS

NEW AUGUST 29TH TEAMS ALL DAY EVENT RED POINTS

OCTOBER 10TH & 17TH SPRING PAIRS GREEN POINTS

NOVEMBER 21ST RED POINTS 



              MEET RUTH LANGFORD





 

482 Bidding Quiz          Standard American Bidding  
 

Hand A LHO opens 1♦  
and partner overcalls 1 
What do you bid? 
   
Hand B   What do you open ?  
  

  
 
 
482 Bidding Quiz Answers    
 
Hand Bid Comments 
A 2NT a cue raise showing a limit raise or better with 4 trumps.  

Even though you have 14 points, 3 may be too high if partner  
has a minimal overcall (it was and he did). So you definitely do not want to bid 4.  
 

B 1NT What else ? If you open 1 then partner will never place you with this shape  
and 16 points. I cannot see how to continue the bidding if you do not open 1NT.  
I hear players say “Aces and spaces” are no good. How wrong they are ! 
Anybody who takes "aces and spaces" seriously to the point of thinking four aces 
mean a poor hand, not only he isn't a good player, but very likely never will be.  
Perhaps this “Aces and Spaces” myth came about when partner was broke, but he 
usually comes up with something of help.   
 

 
 

Hand A Hand B 
♠ A954 
♥ QJ3 
♦ J1064 
♣ AQ 

 A72 
 A95 
 A862 
 A82 
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FEBRUARY WINE TASTING NOTES

On the 14th of February after usual our Friday bridge the club hosted its first wine 
tasting for 2025.
A dozen or more members enjoyed tasting 6 wines. 3 were selected from New 
Zealand and 3 from Australia. Which would the members prefer?
We had one Sauvignon Blanc & one Semillon Sauvignon Blanc; two Chardonnays & 
2 Pinot Noirs. All 2023 or 2024. Prices from $14 to $24
The wines were:
- Cape Mentelle 'Marri Range' WA SSB & A typical Sav. Blanc from Marlborough
- Church Road, Hawkes Bay NZ Chardonnay & Red Hills Estate Mornington 
Peninsula
Victoria Chardonnay
- Isobel Wines Blenheim NZ Pinot Noir & Artemis Pinot Noir Southern Highland 
NSW.
In every category the Australian representatives won the approval of the crowd.

HOSTS LORRAINE & NEIL MCKENZIE

477 Bidding Quiz      Standard American Bidding   

What do you open with Hand A? 

Hand B partner opens 1♠ and RHO    
overcalls 1NT.       
What do you bid ? 
 

  

Bidding Quiz 477 Answers   

Hand Bid Comments 
A pass Opening in 1st or 2nd seat with 2 points outside the long suit and zero points in                                

the long suit with a weak 2♥ is certainly not recommended. So pass.    
However in 3rd seat anything goes. So 2 in 3rd seat is fine.  
Partner (with his passed hand) will not to join in the bidding so this gives you                      
licence to be unorthodox.   
 

B dbl RHO has overcalled 1NT after partner has opened 1♠.  
A double here is for penalty. Your side holds the balance of power and you have                                    
two great suits for defence. Opening lead – a ♣ or a ♦ ?  Both look good.   
 

  

 

Hand A Hand B 
♠ 3       
♥ 1096532  
♦ J9    
♣ J853  

♠ void 
♥ J75 
♦ KQJ2 
♣ QJ10653  

BEGINNER’S LESSON COMMENCE  
FRIDAY 14TH MARCH 

9.30-11.30 
FOR 6 WEEKS 

COST $50 FOR LESSONS AND TEXT BOOK 
TELL YOUR FRIENDS  

EDUCATORS  
RUTH LANGFORD & RENIA GYRC
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